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The Chiddingley overseers cannot get at this amount
by the way of subtraction, and are consequently driven
to assess him according to the means or sources of
ability which he possesses in Chiddingley. There will
be a natural tendency to apply the same criterion of
ability in the case of inhabitants as in that of non-
resident occupiers, so that Jeffrey and all other inhabi-
tants will be assessed simply according to the value
of the lands, houses, tithes, coal-mines, or saleable
underwoods occupied by them.

To make this transition, complete all over the
country, however, took almost two centuries and a
half, and to trace the successive steps of the process
must be our next-object.